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Primary to Secondary Transition 
 

The transition from primary to secondary school is an important life transition that can affect 
children’s attainment and wellbeing in the longer term. 
 
Most schools implement formal programs to support pupils through school transition although 
research shows that these vary considerably in content and focus.  
 
Typical practices employed by schools to support transitions include:  
 

• the sharing of information between schools 

• visits to schools by prospective teachers, children and their parents 

• the use of bridging materials 

• distribution of booklets and literature 

• information on the school website 

• transition/induction days 

• enhanced transition arrangements for learners with additional needs 

• joint social events between schools 
 
 
Research shows that children who make a successful transition to secondary school: 
 

• adapt positively to the new school environment and routines 

• develop new friendships 

• display increased confidence and self-esteem 

• show an increased interest in learning 

• experience curriculum continuity  

• receive effective levels of information, encouragement and support 
 

 
Evaluating the Quality of Primary to Secondary Transition 
 
The following page shows a suggested audit for evaluating the quality of your school’s 
primary/secondary transition.  It amalgamates one key feature from Theme 3 from HGIOS 
Quality Indicator 2.6 (Continuity and Progression in Learning) and one key feature from 
Theme 2 (Support for Children and Families).   
 
The full audit of QI 2.6 can be accessed online. 
 
 

Use the Impact online quality improvement tool to complete the traffic lighting  
exercise and record strengths and weaknesses. 
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Theme 3:  Continuity and progression in learning 
 


